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Rev. Michael Fischer 

Look what the Lord has done! The words of the Psalmist ring true from
individuals, churches and communities that call Jesus their king. By looking
around and giving no credit to ourselves or anyone else, we can truly say “look
what the Lord has done.” In Mark 5, Jesus said to a man who had been set free,
“go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done for
you.” I believe as an assembly we have much to testify about this year. 

As I concluded 4 full years of ministry as the lead pastor of Calvary Temple, I have
much to be thankful for and celebrate with you. 

1. Look what the Lord has done in our leadership.
I get the privilege of working with some incredible leaders. The two main teams
that I lead are the board and the pastoral staff. Over the last year, the board has
had to make tough decisions, and navigate new leadership waters while keeping
the balance between spiritual and administrative. They all have challenges of
their own that they have dealt with (as all people do) but have been able to put
those aside to lead. I have greatly enjoyed leading with this group! Secondly, I
lead the pastoral staff. This year, we had some changeover as Amberley began
teaching full time and Angela joined the team as our full-time Family Ministries
pastor. This has undoubtedly been a great move for the team at Calvary Temple. I
was told by a visitor recently that the service was amazing and everything was so
well done. I could only give credit where credit was due… to the amazing team
that I have been gifted with. With that said, Amberley and I would like to thank
you, Charles, Nikki, Angela and Karen. You guys are among the best leaders I
know! 

2. Look what the Lord has been doing in our gatherings. 
For the last year, we have been going on a journey as a church. This journey has
been to address a cultural problem of biblical illiteracy. As a pastor, I take
seriously the job of informing and teaching as outlined in scripture. I am sure you
have noticed that each week, we begin our services with a reading from the
Psalms as well as have a scripture reading that informs on the main text that we
will look at as a congregation that week. For the last while, we have been
following the scriptures from the Revised Common Lectionary, and I have been
excited to see that the curriculum that is used in Kids Church does the same. This
has been incredible for all of us who are learning more about God’s story, no
matter what age we are at.
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3. Look what the Lord has done over the last 50 years. 
We had the honour of hosting CT’s 50th Anniversary Celebration to kick off our
year. Thank you to everyone who was involved with that! It was a special time
of hearing the stories of what the Lord has done and being encouraged by
Dave Wells (our PAOC General Superintendent) to keep moving in what God is
doing now.

4. Look at what the Lord has done in the discipleship at CT.
We have had many great small groups at CT over the last year. I have led or
facilitated several and enjoyed my time in each. One highlight that we will
learn more about in the future has been offering Horizon College courses to
our congregation and now the Westman area. Thank you to those who have
engaged with the process of your discipleship. We will continue to give you
opportunities to learn more about Jesus, his church, and how he can change
your life. 

God has been good to us as a church and to the Fischer’s as a family. Thank
you for being on this journey with us. It is an honour and a privilege to call
Calvary Temple home.

Rev. Michael Fischer
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Pastor Charles Rempel
As we stepped into 2023, we were filled with excitement, challenges, and many
opportunities to carry out the vision of CT, Love God and Love People. We
were thrilled to have momentum building at the end of 2022 and see a church
full of people who wanted to continue building that momentum because they
knew it meant more opportunities to show hope to our community. With
ministries restarting and new ones forming, more infrastructure was needed to
support what God was leading us to do. This meant renovations in the lower
level, increased maintenance costs for the vans, and more, all because we are
reaching people!

In 2023, I was excited to organize our second annual garage sale, and we raised
over $1,500 to help pay for children and youth to go to camp. I was also excited
to run Tools for Schools with my wife Trisha and see more supplies collected
than the previous year. Can you imagine it’s the first day of school, and you sit
down at your desk, and everyone else is pulling school supplies out of their
backpack, but yours is empty. We ensured that 75 children in our community
had the best start to the school year possible. Thank you for your amazing
response to these opportunities to love people.

Here are a few other amazing things that happened in 2023. We were blessed
to baptize 24 people. We ministered to over 120 different children on Sundays
and more than 50 in other events. We mentored over 200 different youth on
Wednesdays. We served over 1500 people at the parking lot parties. We blessed
53 children with gifts through the Angel Tree. Whether you are a long-time
member or you just joined recently, regardless of how many hours you
volunteer, it is important for you to know that you make a difference. People
have received and continue to receive hope because of you. Thank you for
responding to God's story here at CT.

"Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty
power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more
than we might ask or think." Ephesians 3:20

         Pastor Charles



10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never
be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are
in need. Practice hospitality.
                                                                                             -Romans 12:10-13

At CT Youth, we continually refer to ourselves as a family that supports each
other through difficult times and makes lasting memories. I appreciate how that
culture has continued throughout the years as Calvary Temple becomes more
than just a Sunday meeting place, and into lifelong connections with one
another. This year, I was privileged to baptize several of the youth, some of them
I remember being in kids' church, others new to the church and youth group,
each of them declaring their choice to follow Jesus. We also celebrated a
leadership class filled with competent and young leaders excited to fulfill God's
calling in their lives. Looking at the statistics, you can see a decline in Christian
faith in our society. However, the youth group continues to be a place that fills
me with so much hope for our future as I see students wanting to wrestle
through their faith, excited to tell their peers and their families about Jesus and
disciple those younger than them into a relationship with Him. The leadership
team I serve with continues to support me significantly and is indeed the hands
and feet of this ministry as they portray God's love weekly.

The welcome experience at CT continues to grow stronger as new connections
are made and a significant focus is placed on supporting one another. I have
been told multiple times how welcoming CT is on first impressions and how it
creates an atmosphere of belonging, and I am grateful that each one of you is
part of that process. We have so many volunteers who make this a reality, and
as we continue to create a culture of belonging, openness, and welcoming, we
create a safe place for people here at CT.

This year, implementing more times for simply "fun" activities has allowed
people to bring friends who previously 
would have felt nervous to enter a church. By 
creating these events, conversations 
surrounding faith have begun, allowing for 
new and unconventional ways to further the 
kingdom of God. I appreciate the continued 
creativity here at CT and the willingness to try 
new things as we continue to Love God and 
Love People.

Blessings,

Pastor Nikki Ragush
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September of 2023 began a season of transition as I shifted from teaching high school
to overseeing the kids and family ministry here at CT. As much as I enjoy change, it
always comes with a bit of a learning curve and challenges. It’s been a whirlwind
transition, but it has been great being downstairs with the kids on Sunday mornings
and working with our amazing team of kids ministry volunteers.

Halloween Parking Lot Party
One of our big outreach events at CT is the Halloween Parking Lot Party. It’s incredible
to see so many people come together to pull off a fun event like this in our
community. This year was a lot colder than last year, so we had to make some quick
last minute changes. Who knew that bouncy castles need to run in temperatures
above zero?? Even with the cold temperatures, we saw upwards of 750 people come
through the parking lot and many unfamiliar faces. It’s great to put on a fun event,
and I love that this became an open door for people to see the church as a safe and
welcoming place for their families and a place that loves without expectation.
It takes a lot of volunteers to pull off an event like the Halloween Parking Lot Party -
from the youth to adults to seniors, I’m so grateful for everyone who stepped up to
help, whether it was in donating candy, helping with the food, directing people where
to go, even the set-up and clean-up was so efficient! I especially want to highlight the
incredible team of over 25 of the youth we had helping to run the games in the
parking lot. They were so enthusiastic and were champs in the cold!

Sunday CT Kids
This fall has seen many new faces at CT Kids - kids, parents, and leaders. Throughout
the months of September to December, we saw an average of 85 people at CT Kids
from Nursery through Grade 5, including leaders. It has been incredible to see new
families getting connected as they return week after week. 
We’ve discovered, through Moses, that God teaches us how to lead, and how to follow
God as He leads us to safety and to what we need. We explored the Israelites journey
in the book of Exodus and how we can choose to be thankful, to love God and others,
to turn to God when we’re lost, to go to God when we need rest, and to remember
God’s promises. We learned some important lessons from Joshua about how
obstacles are no problem for God and courage comes from knowing God’s words.
Finally, we looked at the way God had been planning things from the very beginning,
we saw how God sent Jesus for a reason, and learned to trust God’s timing.

I’m excited to be part of what God is doing here at CT 
through our kids. It’s been exciting to see the growth 
of new families on Sunday mornings, and in the few 
short months I’ve been on staff, I’ve met so many new 
parents and kids that are making CT their home. I am 
so grateful to be able to step into this role and being 
able to build on the foundation that was set by the 
leaders and pastors of CT Kids before me. It is so 
exciting to see God at work in the hearts and lives of 
our kids and how they can have an impact in their 
worlds at school, in their communities and in their 
families.

Angela Wilson
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CT IS A HORIZON COLLEGE CHURCH HUB. 

What is a Church HUB...
A Church HUB is a church-based learning centre that allows students to
integrate their studies at Horizon College with ministry and learning in their
local church context. This means we have the incredible opportunity to engage
in accredited Christian Higher Education, surrounded by a diverse group of
students of all ages. 

Last year, we offered Intro to Theology and Bible Study Methods. We are excited
to continue being a Horizon College HUB and will soon offer more courses.

Missions 
Hope Renews - Jon Heppner (Greece) - Using agriculture, sustainability, and
their entrepreneurial skills to bring hope to the island locals and refugees and
to us internationally.
M & S - RAN - Missions in a restricted area. (Presentation during AGM)
Horizon College & Seminary - A multi-denominational Evangelical Christian
College preparing competent Christian leaders for Spirit-empowered life and
ministry.
Tammy Junghans (Segue & Red Frogs - Winnipeg) - Pouring into the lives of
young adults on campus at UofM through acts of service, Red Frogs, Study
Groups and more.
Youth For Christ (Brandon) - Creating a community of Hope, where no young
person goes hungry; spiritually, emotionally, physically or relationally.
Pregnancy Support Centre of Westman - Bringing hope and healing to
women and families who need support with pregnancy and parenting.
Helping Hands - Meeting the most basic needs of the impoverished citizens of
Westman by providing a nutritional meal, comfort, and assistance in a warm
and caring environment.
Adult & Teen Challenge (Brandon) - Creating a safe place for women with life-
controlling addictions to find the freedom they’ve been searching for.
Samaritan House Ministries - Assisting the community through their
Food Bank and Resource Centre, Safe and Warm Shelter, programs at the
Training Centre and Employment Resource Centre, and their second
stage housing for women and children fleeing domestic abuse.



51.1K Reach
10.2K Page Visits
113 New Followers

5.4K Reach
2.3K Profile Visits
42 New Followers

Online Church 
Snapshot

6K Video Views
690 Hours Watched
49 New Subscribers

@ctbdn
www.ctbrandon.com

CT Brandon

Calvary Temple Brandon
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2023 Expenses
Projects

2.1%

Missions
3%

Projects
2.7%

2023 Revenue










